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Policy LU 6.4  

The industrial designated centers at Day Road and Sportsman Club are intended to augment the 
Winslow, Lynwood, Island Center and Rolling Bay designated centers and allow a diverse economy 
with business retention, growth and innovation on the Island.          

 

BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL 

 

GOAL LU-10 
 

Provide appropriate Business/Industrial (B/I) zoned land to create opportunities for new 
businesses and expansion of existing Island businesses for diversity of jobs and for low-
impact industrial activity that contributes to well-paying and new employment opportunities, 
where traffic congestion, visual, and other impacts on the surrounding neighborhood can be 
minimized. 
 
Policy LU 10.1   

The Business/Industrial (B/I) District is for light manufacturing development as well as other uses 
that add to the diversity of economic activity on the Island.  
 
Policy LU 10.2   

New manufacturing businesses that plan to utilize toxic/hazardous substances must list these 
substances and quantities projected for annual usage and demonstrate compliance with all Federal, 
State and Kitsap Public Health District requirements for their handling. Development proposals are 
evaluated using performance standards for the B/I district.  Uses of certain toxic/hazardous substances 
can disqualify the application from approval because of potential environmental impact, however the 
City would consider factors such as quantity used, adequacy of storage, containment, spill 
management and waste disposal plans in reviewing such a proposal. 
 
Policy 10.3  

Coordinate with the Bainbridge Island Fire Department when reviewing development proposals 
concerning hazardous materials. 
 
Policy LU 10.4  

Applications for development approval within the B/I district must show that adequate water, 
wastewater, transportation, fire and storm drainage services are available to serve the development. 
 
Policy LU 10.5   

Ensure the adequate monitoring and enforcement of hazardous material regulations. 
 
  

LAND USE ELEMENT 
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Policy LU 10.6  

Performance standards for the B/I district address odor, lighting, noise, vibration, signage, traffic 
volumes, ingress and egress, parking, delivery and loading areas, and pedestrian and vehicle 
circulation, to create safe, efficient, compatible conditions among a variety of on-site uses and to 
protect adjacent residential neighborhoods. 
 
Policy LU 10.7  

B/I uses must be visually screened year-round from adjacent non-industrial properties and roadways, 
especially scenic highway SR 305. The visual screening could be achieved through a combination of 
vegetation and building setback that would add depth to the buffer.  
 
Policy LU 10.8 

Discourage the inappropriate designation of isolated Business/Industrial Districts. 
 

Policy LU 10.9 

Isolated B/I activities are designated to reflect historical use and the designation shall not be 
expanded. 

 

 

 

DIVERSIFIED ECONOMY 

GOAL EC-1 

Promote economic vitality, growth and stability. 

Bainbridge Island has the opportunity to create a robust, resilient and durable economy by 
demonstrating early leadership and acknowledging the changes that will affect our economy. Planning 
for these changes and taking actions that support and encourage a local economy will help reduce 
community vulnerability to issues such as aging demographics, housing availability, transportation 
constraints, and climate change. 
 
By providing enterprises that both serve and employ local residents, Bainbridge Island will be better 
able to withstand fluctuations in the larger regional economy. In addition, people who live and work in 
their community are available to invest time and money in their families, organizations, and community 
life. A key to a healthy, stable and vital economy is to create and undertake business opportunities that 
anticipate and respond to conditions that affect our community. This would include identifying emerging 
needs and markets so that Bainbridge Island businesses benefit from being on the leading edge of 
change.   
 
Policy EC 1.1 

Develop and maintain regulations that provide support for our community’s businesses. 
 
  

ECONOMIC ELEMENT 
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Policy EC 1.2 

The city should embrace diverse and innovative business opportunities compatible with community 
values and develop programs to make Bainbridge Island an attractive location for those businesses. 
 
Bainbridge Island is affected by regional, national, international and global environmental and economic 
trends and changes in the physical environment. While we cannot control global economic or 
environmental conditions we can support the local economy by providing policy direction and land use 
infrastructure to allow for and encourage robust economic activities that are prepared for and 
responsive to change. 
 
Policy EC 1.3 

Coordinate with local business groups to track commercial activity, identify trends and assess the 
economic health of the Island. Create an Economic Development Strategy to identify creative and 
appropriate ways for the City to encourage and stimulate business activity. 
 
Policy EC 1.4 

Support entrepreneurism by providing adequate land use designations in keeping with the character of 
the Island, while avoiding investment in sectors, activities, or infrastructure that will not remain viable in 
the foreseeable future. 

 
Policy EC 1.5 

In order to provide opportunities for business enterprise, adequate space must be provided for 

efficient use of existing developed areas near public transportation (e.g. ferry, bus service) and 

for growth that recognizes and protects the Island’s valued natural amenities, its limits of land 

and water and the quality of its residential neighborhoods.  

 
Policy EC 1.6  

Coordinate with the business community and others to monitor the Island’s business climate and make 
appropriate adjustments to the economic vitality strategy 
 
Policy EC 3.6 

Create opportunities to foster green technology and industries, such as energy, waste and information 
technology, which have the potential to create local, family wage jobs in our community at the same 
time we are protecting our natural beauty, environmental and economic health. 

 

 
DEVELOPMENT IN DESIGNATED CENTERS 

 
     GOAL EC-6 

As the city’s designated centers evolve, balance their functions as places of commerce and 
employment with their roles helping to meet housing needs and provide focal points for civic 
engagement and cultural enrichment. 
 

Policy EC 6.1 

Enhance the existing designated centers to help the Island economy prosper and provide a high quality 
of life, creating ancillary benefits such as decreasing pollution (including greenhouse gas emissions), 
protecting open space, and creating local family wage jobs. 
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Policy EC 6.2 

Utilize urban design strategies and approaches to ensure that changes to the built environment are at a 
locally appropriate scale and enhance the Island’s unique attributes, in recognition of the economic 
value of “sense of place.”  

 
Policy EC 6.3 

Develop urban design strategies to ensure that the built environment is appropriate for present and 
future conditions, including the impacts of climate change. 

 
Policy EC 6.4   

Ensure the efficient flow of people, goods, services, and information in and throughout the Island with 
infrastructure investments, particularly within and connecting to designated centers, to anticipate the 
needs of the Island’s businesses. 
 
Policy EC 6.5 

Promote emerging business sectors such as artisanal and small-scale producers, including craft food 
and beverages, as well as low-impact, specialty manufacturing, including software, electronics and 
green technology. 
 
Policy EC 6.6 

Preserve and enhance activities that feature Bainbridge Island’s history of  maritime, agricultural and 
artistic enterprises. 

 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 

 
GOAL EC-7 

Partner with local businesses and business associations on programs and projects to diversify 
and grow the City’s economic make-up, reduce sales leakage, attract spending by visitors, 
enhance local employment, and increase municipal tax revenues to support local services. 
 
Policy EC 7.1 

Leverage technology assets, such as existing fiber connections, to support technology- based 
businesses and potentially to pursue new revenue streams. 
 
Policy EC 7.2 

Focus “buy local” community marketing on consumer spending segments in which there is significant 
“leakage” and also a strong possibility of recapturing spending. 
 
Policy EC 7.3 

Support and enhance social, cultural, artistic, nature based recreational and other learning activities for 
residents, workers and visitors. 

 
Policy EC 7.6 
Support and enhance the role of the craft food and beverage industry as attractions for residents and 
visitors alike. 
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BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL 

 

GOAL EC-15 
 

The Business/Industrial (B/I) land use designation should provide space for job creating 
enterprises. Island based businesses provide the possibility of living and working in the 
community. It is the purpose of the B/I land use designations to provide opportunities for light 
industrial and other non-retail activities. The City should be prepared to respond to a changing 
marketplace and the business opportunities perceived by its citizens, when those opportunities 
require pre- existing infrastructure and well-designed accommodations in order to flourish. 

 
Policy EC 15.1 

Promote manufacturing and business/industrial employment as an important source of family wage jobs 
on Bainbridge Island. 

 

Policy EC 15.2 

New Business/Industrial (B/I) land use designations will be considered based on the following: 

• Proximity to existing B/I. 

• The total amount of and expected need for B/I-zoned land. 

• Compliance with all policies in the Land Use Element. 

• Reasonable proximity to SR 305. 

• Availability of public sewer and water, or whether permitted uses might safely use wells and septic 
systems or other alternative systems that are approved by the Kitsap Public Health District. 

• Consideration of pollution and aquifer recharge concerns. 

• Adjacency to non-residential land uses. 

• Minimal impact to residential land uses, neighborhoods and open space/conservancy and 

agriculture areas. 

 
Policy EC 15.3 

Conform Business/Industrial development to all Business/Industrial performance standards, the 
requirements of Site Plan and Design Review, and applicable design guidelines. 
 

HIGH PRIORITY ACTIONS 
 

EC Action #1   Adopt and maintain an Economic Development Strategy to coordinate public and 
private efforts to grow and sustain a healthy economy on the Island  

 
EC Action #3   Assure that adequate parking is available to support businesses. 
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HO Action #2   Amend the City’s development code to facilitate an increase in the diversity of 
housing types and supply of affordable housing. 
 
HO Action #3   Partner with other jurisdictions, the development community, and non-profit 
organizations to increase the diversity of housing types and supply of affordable housing. 

 

GOAL HO-3 

Promote and maintain a variety of housing types to meet the needs of present and future 
Bainbridge Island residents at all economic segments in a way that is compatible with the 
character of the Island and encourages more socio-economic diversity.   Partner with 
community non-profit organizations and local and regional private and public entities in 
carrying out the following   policies. 
 
Policy HO 3.1 

Encourage innovative zoning regulations that increase the variety of housing types and choices suitable 
to a range of household sizes and incomes in a way that is compatible with the character of existing 
neighborhoods. Examples of innovative approaches are cottage housing development, conservation 
villages, stacked or common-wall housing, tiny houses and accessory dwelling units.   
 

 

 

 

HIGH PRIORITY ACTIONS 

CU Action #1   Consider work and living space for artists when modifying housing regulations 

or commercial use regulations. 

 

Policy CUL 2.4 

Encourage local support for a creative and economic environment that enables individual artists to live 

and work in the community. 

 

HOUSING ELEMENT 

CULTURAL ELEMENT 


